
       BMB Transportation Group

July 2006 Newsletter

BRAKE FADE
This chart shows what happens when brake linings get hot.The friction provided by the linings decreases The
linings no longer offer the same resistance to the rotation of the drums, they get slick.

Fade Resistance

 

maintain coefficient ol friction increasing temperature.

Organic brake linings are essentially composed of glue and a strengthening material., this used to be
asbestos but today difrerant materials are used because asbestos is a health hazard. When the linings get
hot, the gEue softens and starts to melt and the linings get slick.

The phenomenon of brake fade is not just a matter of lining iade however. As the drum heats up it
expands and moves away from the shoes. With an air brake system the stroke of the pushrod and thus
the distance that the shoes can be moved out into the drum is limited. If  the brakes are improperly
adjusted, when they get hot it is possible to run out of stroke before the shoes make good contact with
the drums.
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So:

Don't back off or disconnect the steering axle brakes! You need them had when your bobtailed and
even when your deadheaded or fully loaded they are important Steering axle brakes provide about 12//,
of the totai braking of a loaded vehicle and you need all the braking you can get
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